
EXETER AND DISTRICT TENNIS LEAGUE 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Wednesday 4 February 2015 at 7.00 pm at Buckerell Lodge 

 

MINUTES 

 
The Meeting was attended by approximately 40 people, including representatives of all but 5 of the 

clubs, and members of the Committee. It was chaired by Andy Malcolm. 

 

1. Apologies 

Chagford, Cranford, Woodbury, Teign Valley, Kingsteignton,  

Des Shears    President  

Catriona Batty Treasurer 

Joan Bolden Committee Member 

 

2. Minutes of AGM on Wednesday 5 February 2014 

The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 

3. Matters arising   

There were no matters arising.  

 

4. Presentation of Trophies (Annex 1) 

The trophies for the 2014 Summer League were presented by Kate Brown.  Andy Malcolm 

outlined her latest successful tennis achievements.  Andy Malcolm congratulated all the winners. 

He thanked Kate and presented her with a gift.    

 

5. Chairman’s report (Annex 2) 

There were no questions or comments. 

6. Treasurer’s report 

Catriona Batty circulated her report in advance of the meeting. In Catriona’s absence, Andy 

Malcolm reported that the league still has a healthy balance, although income is down. Andy 

Malcolm’s proposal to increase the summer league team fees from £3 to £4 per team and the 

winter league fees to remain at £3 per team was seconded by Phil Plummer and accepted 

unanimously.  Payment for team fees must be in by 7th April 2015.  

 

7. Match Secretary’s report (Annex 3) 

Maureen reminded clubs that they have until 7
th

 April 2015 to move their fixtures and to check 

the website after that date.  Matches start week commencing 13
th

 April 2015. She also reminded 

clubs that players have to be registered by email or phone before 6.30 pm on the day of the 

match and must be confirmed in writing. Score cards can be downloaded off the website and 

she suggested photocopies be left in clubhouses. Please check scorecards carefully. She thanked 

committee for their help and support. Andy thanked Maureen for her hard work and presented 

her with a gift.  

 

8. Composition of leagues for 2015 

The suggested composition of leagues was published on the website a week or so ago. The ladies 

have no new teams and therefore the rule of two up two down was applied. Andy Malcolm 



proposed, Maureen Sowerby seconded and it was unanimously agreed. Two teams, Tunnels B 

and Seaton C, have withdrawn from the mens’ league and a new team, Lympstone B, has 

entered into Division 8. After discussion Victoria Park agreed that their E team should be moved 

to Division 8, rather than pulling out, enabling Bovey Tracey B to remain in Division 7. Victoria 

Park D will be relegated to Division 7 thereby levelling out the leagues.  Tim Cartwright 

proposed, Matthew Wheadon seconded and it was unanimously agreed. Andy Malcolm thanked 

everyone for their help and support.  

   

9. Devon LTA Report 

Andy Malcolm outlined the changes in the LTA structure and Chris Bawden’s new role. He 

encouraged clubs to contact Chris, who is still based at Ivybridge, with any queries as a first point 

of contact.  Anyone interested in becoming an area representative on the Devon LTA Council 

should contact Andy.  He also explained the new Opting In system for Wimbledon tickets. The 

number of tickets will remain the same this year for clubs nationally, however for clubs it will 

depend on the number of their members opting in and therefore they should be encouraged to 

do so. The deadline has now been extended to 14th February 2015.  

The three Great British Tennis Week-ends this year are taking place on 16
th

 and 17
th

 May, 13
th

 

and 14
th

 June, 1
st

 and 2
nd

 August. Details have been sent to club contacts. Clubs who register 

should contact Chris Bawden for funding, resources eg banners and flyers.  

 

10. Election of Officers and Committee 

The following Officers and Committee Members are willing to stand again and it was 

unanimously agreed that they be re-elected.   

President:  Des Shears 

Chairman:  Andy Malcolm 

Treasurer:  Catriona Batty 

Summer Match Secretary:  Maureen Sowerby 

Winter Match Secretary:  Rosemary Browne 

Committee:  Joan Bolden, David Carter, Peter Clarke, Wendy Smith, Matthew Wheadon 

 

If anyone would like to join the committee they should contact Andy Malcolm.  

 

11. Proposals for changes to Rules (Annex 4) 

Peter Clarke proposed changes to Rule 15, David Carter seconded and it was unanimously 

agreed. 

Maureen Sowerby proposed changes to Rule 18, Peter Clarke seconded and it was unanimously 

agreed.  

Changes to Rule 21, 23, 30, 14 and 10 were proposed en bloc by David Carter, seconded by Peter 

Clarke and were unanimously agreed. 

Rule 28 –Martin Truman outlined Sidmouth ladies team’s concerns over changing surfaces 

during matches. It was agreed that home clubs were within the rules to change the surface from 

grass to hard during fixtures. Andy Malcolm emphasised that it is the club’s responsibility to 

provide suitable courts for matches.  

 

12. Any other business 

None 

Andy Malcolm thanked all club representatives for attending the meeting and wished them a 

successful season.  

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm 



ANNEX 1 

Trophy winners for Summer Leagues 2014 

 

Division Men Ladies 

1 Samford Peverell A Victoria Park A 

2 Teignmouth A Ottery St Mary 

3 Victoria Park C David Lloyd A 

4 Exwick B David Lloyd B 

5 David Lloyd A Exmouth 

6 Teignmouth B Newton Abbot B 

7 Torquay D  

8 Cranford   

 

ANNEX 2 

Chairman’s Report 

 

This past summer was a good one for the league with very few postponements due to the weather. 

The number of teams entered in the league has stayed roughly constant. 

 

I must thank the committee for their efforts over the year. Hopefully we can continue running the 

league so that the maximum number of players get enjoyment from playing the game. 

 

We’ve had no major issues during the year but I would remind clubs that any player playing in a 

team should be a paid-up member of the club. Also we would ask that you register players who you 

hope to have playing in teams and to use them in those teams. If it becomes obvious players will not 

be able to play please re-register players so that there are 4 active players registered for each team. 

Also remember players can play for 1 club and 1 club only 

 

Maureen asks on behalf of the league that in the summer you do not send scorecards as pictures 

taken by your phone, printing them out costs the league a large amount in printer ink. Please also 

take care when filling in scorecards. 

 

Please note as well that we are increasing the responsibility on team captains with regard to 

rearranging matches before the season starts, be it home nights or just a change of date. Captains 

will now be responsible for communicating all such changes to other captains and the match 

secretary. 

 

Otherwise it has been a quiet year and long may this continue. 

 

Finally, last week was the Devon LTA AGM and the presentation of the annual awards. 

Congratulations to anyone associated with the league if they were nominated. Special 

congratulations go to Victoria Park for being voted club of the year and to Maureen Sowerby who 

was voted joint Volunteer of the year for her work with the league as well as for her work as a 

county team captain. Both awards were richly deserved. 

 

Whatever happens I hope you all have a happy year on court and off it. 

 

Andy Malcolm 

 



 

ANNEX 3  

Match Secretary’s Report 

  
All divisions completed on time except Mens’ division 8 – Kingsteignton failed to organise a rained 

off match v Okehampton B.  They also did not send in a score card for their match v Tunnels B.  This 

match was played, and I spent time trying to get scores and players off Tunnels B – but no one could 

remember any details – not even the score.  Therefore both matches left unplayed. 

 

Fines of 8 points for not raising a team were applied to 4 ladies and 4 mens teams.  6 Ladies and 6 

mens teams played unregistered players.   

 

Congratulations to Victoria Park Ladies and Sampford Peverall men for winning the league and just 

to remind them they are now invited to take part in the Vernon Weaver Cup at Ivybridge tennis 

centre on April 12
th

. 

 

Ladies Division 3: - Exeter B and Kingsteignton A finished level on 63 points and after applying all 

sections of Rule 15, they were still tied together, therefore a Play off had to be organised.  This was 

played indoors at the Teignmouth tennis centre.  It was an excellent match which resulted in yet 

another tie at  4-4. It then came down to a count back of games and Exeter B go up by 34 games to 

31.  very close.  Well played to both teams, just a shame only one could you go. 

 

Fines were necessary as seen in table below.   

 

2: Results Ladies:- 

Div Champions Runners-up Relegated Fined 8pts Fined 2pts Late Unf. 

No team Unreg.player S/C Matches 

1 Victoria Park A Torquay A Torquay B 

Chagford 

 

 Torquay A    

2 Ottery St.Mary Tunnels B.Salterton A 

Victoria Park B 

  

B.Salterton 

A 

B.Salterton A B.Salt. A V.Park B 

Ottery 

 

3 David Lloyd A Exeter G Club B Tipton St.John 

Bovey Tracey 

      

   

4 David Lloyd B B.Salterton B N.Abbot A 

Okehampton 

Seaton B 

(4) 

     

 

5 Exmouth Teignmouth David Lloyd D 

David Lloyd C 

David Lloyd 

C 

Sidmouth B    

 

6 Newton Abbot B Kingsteignton B re-apply  

S.Peverell B 

Sidford B Exeter D 

Kings B 

Seaton C 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 



Mens:- 

Div Champions Runners-up Relegated Fined 8pts Fined 2pts Late Unf. 

No team Unreg/illegal 

.player 

S/C Matches 

1 Sam.Peverell A Dawlish A Torquay A 

Kingsteignton A 

  B.Salt 

A 

VPAv VPB 

              

2 Teignmouth A Willand A S.Peverell B S.Pev B 

Torquay B 

   

N.S.C’s A 

3 Victoria Park C Exmouth A Exeter G Club B B.Tracey A x 

2 

B.Tracey A x 2   

Bovey Tracey A   

4 Exwick B Tunnels A Kingsteignton C  Willand B     

Willand B 

5 David Lloyd A David Lloyd B Chagford  N.Abbot   

Exeter G Club D 

6 Teignmouth B Teign Valley Kingsteignton D      

N.S.C’s C       

7 Torquay D Tipton St.John B Tiverton B Ottery 

St.Mary 

Tiverton B 

Seaton C x 2 

Seaton C   

Seaton C 

8 Cranford Victoria Park E re-apply 

Kingsteignton E 

Okehampton 

B 

Kingsteignotn 

E 

Okehampton 

B 

Kings E x 2  

Kings E 

No 

card x 

3 

 

    

 

3: Problems for discussion 

 

1 - Re fixtures and amendments being sent out. 

 

Last year, when I received requests for amendments to the fixtures which had already been sent out 

– i.e. changing home night, withdrawals etc.. even though I listed them Revision 1, 2…. some 

captains were not organising their teams for matches off the final fixture list.  

 

Therefore to stop this happening this year and teams facing possible fines– I will be sending out the 

fixtures via email as normal as soon as they are done.  However they will not be put on the website 

until all registrations lists have been received confirming the match dates.  The forms have to be in 

before April 7
th

, and after that date matches can only be moved under Rule 18.  As soon as I have 

cross checked all the forms, the final fixture lists will be put up on the website.  Please make sure 

you get your captains to check the website, to make sure they are working off the final copy. 

 

2 – I will only accept initial registrations on the official form and through email or post – I do not 

want to receive a link to view it on-line 

 

3 - Please make sure you check that when selecting a team for a match that all players are 

registered.  Using the excuse that they were registered last year is not acceptable.  If you need to 

register additional players during the season, you can do so by emailing me or by phone before the 

start time of the match.,  



 

Any amendments to your registration list, transfer of players etc.  that are asked for  over the phone 

must be followed up with written confirmation before the amendment will be accepted. 

 

4 - Score cards can be emailed or sent in the post.  Please also make sure all your captains know that 

I cannot accept photos of score cards taken on iphones, ipads or mobile phones.  If you have no 

scanner, then please just post it. 

 

There are score cards for the teams in your folder, but you will need to photocopy more.  I also 

suggest you photocopy a supply and leave in your clubhouse. 

 

5 - Remind clubs of rule 22 

 

No person shall become a member of the League or qualify to play in a League fixture, or represent a 

club at a General Meeting, until he/she has become a fully paid up member of the club they 

represent.  

 

23)  a)  A player may only play for one club during the current season     

 

6 - Warning given out to a couple of teams for cancelling matches the day before after listening to 

the weather forecast!!!!  

All teams choose their own home night – can you please respect their decision and not try to 

persuade them to alter it especially when re-arranging matches.   

  

Ref unfinished matches - captains still offering 3 dates as per rule 18 and not taking into 

consideration that the same players must finish the match. – new rule proposed by Committee re 

unfinished matches. 

 

Dispute  re foot faulting -   Kevin (Seaton)  asked if we can remind all teams to play to the LTA rules.  

Dispute in match re foot faults and also hitting the net after a volley. 

 

Website attacked – after several discussions with Nick from Compila he changed our web server 

over and no naughty pop ups since. Then our website address was spammed.  I had a phone call 

from a gentleman in Nottingham saying he had received an email from the Exeter & District website 

asking for payment of £129.99 and that we had sent him 'the goods' but he hadn’t paid.   

 

If we all play to the rules then we should all have a great game of tennis – Good luck to you all in the 

2015 season.  My thanks to you all for your co-operation in helping our League to be one of the best 

in Devon. 

 

My thanks also go to the committee for their support and patience when I’m having a bad day!!!!  

 

 

Maureen 
 

  

 

  



 

ANNEX 4  

 

Proposed Rule Changes and Rewording for AGM 

 

Rule 15 

In the event of a "Tie" between two or more teams, League placings will be decided as follows: 

a) The team with fewer matches conceded. 

b) The team with the most wins 

c) The team with the most draws 

d) In the matches played between the teams, the team with the most sets won 

e) In the matches played between the teams, the team with the most games won 

f) If still level - a play off - on a neutral ground chosen by the Executive Committee. 

 

Rule 18 

Dates of league matches shall be arranged before Registration date, or the team's first match, 

whichever is the earlier. Notification to be sent to the Match Secretary, on the form provided, within 

24 hours of Registration date or before the team's first match, whichever is the earlier. Registration 

date to be set by the committee and announced at the AGM. 

Rule 21 

At least four players shall be registered for each team on the form provided, and such registration 

shall be received by the Match Secretary within 24 hours of registration date (see rule 18) or before 

a team's first match, whichever is the earlier.  

 

Rule 23 

f) Additional players may be registered, and the Match Secretary must be informed before such 

players play their first match. Telephone registrations must be confirmed in writing inside 24 hours. 

Contravention of this Rule will result in the offending team being penalised as in Rule 24. 

Rule 30 

a)  If, in the event of rain, bad light, or any other unavoidable cause a match cannot be completed 

then  

(i) Where both the first 2 rubbers (see rule 27 for definition) have not been completed the match 

shall be deemed to have not started and shall be re-arranged as per rule 18. 

(ii)  If the first 2 rubbers have been completed the match will be treated as unfinished. Uncompleted 

sets shall be continued at a later date, re-starting where they are left off. The date for the match to 

be completed must be mutually agreed so that the same players participate. 

 

Rule 14 

d) Teams failing to raise four players for two matches or more during the season shall be relegated 

by one Division and teams in the lowest Division shall be expelled from the League and must apply 

for re-election the following season.  A team withdrawing from the league after playing a match or 



failing to raise four players for three or more matches will have all their results expunged and will 

have to seek re-election the next year. 

Rule 10 

The League subscriptions shall be decided at each Annual General Meeting, payable to the Treasurer 

not later than the registration date as set out in rule 18. 

 

 

Proposal by Sidmouth TC re rule 28 

  

Rule 28 

 

 The Home team must provide a minimum of six new balls for each match. All balls must correspond 

to LTA standard and must be of the current year of manufacture. The Home team decides which 

courts (surface) a match is to be played on. The away team Captain may choose the order of play, 

e.g. 1st pair vs 1st pair, or 1st pair vs 2nd pair and which pairs play on which court. At the end of the 

first rubbers, the away team shall stay on the same courts. The match must be completed on these 

courts unless otherwise agreed by the Captains.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
05.02.15 


